
 

 

                                        

                  Volunteer Gallery of the CAM 
                  

                  The profiles of our volunteers, vary  

               from craftsmen, engineers, former career  

                       military men, executives, etc. 

              and a couple who went to medical school.  

         It is an impressive group of people who all have a 

                                      common goal, 

           they want to build a flying “B-17 Memorial” to  

                 Honor and Remember the Airmen who 

                  served in WWII in the Army Air Force. 

 



 

 

                              Leland G. Terflinger from Columbus, Ohio   

                                                                    
                                                                       

                                                                  Started at the CAM in 2007. 

He has worked for quite some time on the B-17 ailerons but also on the tail 

gunner’s housing, several pulley assemblies, the bomb bay structure, the bomb 

bay doors and the fuselage compression struts located in the area below the 

radio room and the aft inner - wing fairings. 

Lee works on Tuesdays and Thursdays.   It takes him 1 hour to get to Urbana. 

He is working on the B-17 because he has a lifelong interest In World War II 

aviation and likes to work with tools. 

Lee is a veteran and served in the US Army in an ordnance company from 1951-

1954 where he did body, fender repairs and welding with some construction.  

He was stationed in Germany and France during his years of service. 

In his civilian life he worked for the postal system with several years as a Postal 

Inspector. He retired after 30 years of service from the US Postal office.  

Submitted October 2016 

                                                        



 

 

                            John Steven Polsley from Urbana, Ohio 

                                                       

                                      Started at the CAM in March of 2015. 

   Steve works on Tuesdays.  He has worked on the support structure under and 

   around the radio room, the inboard (aft and front edge) fairings and recently  

   started to work on the outer wing structure. 

  Steve is contributing to the Memorial for the Army Air Force, to learn to work  

   with sheet  metal and find new friends and share a common goal/experience. 

 

    Steve was raised in North Lewisburg, Ohio. Attended Ohio Northern Univ. 

   in Ada, OH and graduated with a Major in Physics and Math in 1970.  

  He continued his education and went to graduate school to get a Master in  

 Astronautical and Aeronautical Engineering in 1973 followed by studies at  

The OSU school of medicine where he graduated with a MD degree in 1976. 

                  After his studies Steve practiced family medicine with his  

                                      father John R. Polsley, MD 

    Steve was a physican, in Urbana, Ohio, from 1979 – 2015 (36 years).  

    Submitted October 2016. 



 

 

                                                     

  

                                                Steven D. Kandel from Delaware, Ohio 

                                                        

 

                                           Started at the CAM in February of 2015. 

Steve works on Thursdays. It takes him 1 hour to get to Urbana 

He has worked on the assembly of the Nacelles, wing tips and wing and fuselage 

connection points.   

He is proud to participate on building a B-17 Flying Fortress aircraft,  a Memorial 

paying lasting tribute to American Airmen who served during the WWII B-17 

bombing campaign. 

Steve is a 6 year USAF veteran and participated in Vietnam as a Crew Chief/ 

Flight Engineer on C-141 aircraft.    

He was involved with the supply of personnel to Vietnam and the removal of 

deceased military. 

He worked at Honda of America. retired after 30 years, as a Production Staff 

Associate in Quality control. 

Submitted October 2016. 



 

 

                                                           

                          

 

                          Mark S. Breon from Mechanicsburg, Ohio 

 

                                        

 

                         Started at the CAM in February of 2016. 

Mark works on Tuesdays and Thursdays on the inner wing structures 

of the B-17. 

He feels he is participating in a lifetime opportunity to rebuild an Iconic WWII 

bomber.                       

Mark worked  in various Mechanical Engineering and Management positions at 

Buick Motor Div., Eaton Corp. and Honda of America.  He retired from Honda 

after 24 years. 

Submitted October 2016 

                                      



 

 

 

                        Ernest Holbrook from Urbana, Ohio 

 

                                                      

 

                                                      Started at the CAM in February of 2016. 

Ernie works on Thursdays and is part of the team constructing the inner wing of 

the B-17. 

 

By working on the plane he is giving back and supporting our veterans, he cares 

for the history of the plane  and the people he works with. 

He worked at Honda of America Manufacturing  in Quality Control and retired 

from Honda after 30 years. 

Submitted October 2016. 

 

 

 



 

 

                            Dave Corwin from Delaware, Ohio 

                      

                                         
 

                                                  Started at the CAM in February of 2016. 

Dave works on Thursdays and is part of the team constructing the inner wing of 

the B-17. 

He works at the CAM to give something back to those who gave their lives in 

WWII for all of us. 

Dave worked 12 years as journeyman with sheet metal, 29 years at Honda of 

America during this time he spent 3 years in the paint department and the 

remainder in Product Engineering and was a Unit Manager of the Body Group 

for the last 4 years. 

Submitted October 2016 

 

 

                                                

 

 

 



 

 

                                    

                                                 Mike Pfarr from Springfield, Ohio 

        

 

                                           Started at the CAM in February 2013 

Mike works on Tuesdays and Thursdays and has been working exclusively on 

the engine nacelles. 

Presently he is working on the # 2 nacelle (left wing, inboard nacelle) 

Mike’s reason for volunteering at the CAM has to do with his father who was a  

B-17 tail gunner in WWII, stationed in Lavenham, England, with the 487th Bomb 

Group. His Dad flew 28 missions and is credited with shooting down (2) German 

airplanes.  

Like his Dad he loves airplanes and he feels very privileged to be a small part of 

this wonderful Memorial. 

Mike retired in 2012 and worked for (13) years a Framing Carpenter and then 

worked for (30) years at Honda.  (27 of his 30 years at Honda was in the Honda 

Motorcycle Assembly Dept.) 

Submitted November 2016 

                               

                                 



 

 

                                   Bill Heater from Springfield, Ohio 

                                                      

                                            Started at the CAM in March 2006 

   Bill works on Tuesdays and Thursday and leads the construction  

   of the inner wings of the B-17. 

  He works at the CAM because he is fascinated with planes and how they are  

   constructed. This project is also a way for Bill to express his appreciation to  

   those who served in WWII. 

   He worked also on the top turret, fuel tank support, and air filter housings. 

   The project has proven, for Bill, a great way to spend his retirement. 

   It has given Bill something to look forward to every day and it also has given 

   him the opportunity to meet and work with many fascinating people along the  

way. 

He was raised in Piqua, OH, graduated from the University of Toledo in 1963 

with a BS in Mechanical Engineering.  

Most of his working career was with Cooper Energy Services, a manufacturer 

of large stationary natural gas and diesel engines that are used for 

transporting gas through the world’s pipelines. He specialized in engine 

research, development and testing.                          Submitted December 2016. 

 



 

 

                                Carole Buchwalter from  Ashley, Ohio  

                                                    (NE Delaware County). 

 

                                           Started at the CAM in March 2008 

 

Carole works on the B-17 project on Saturdays and build with her husband the   

elevators of the airplane. 

 

She feels very honored to be even a small part of bringing this beautiful plane to  

life.  It is truly a blessing to meet and interact with the wonderful WWII 

Veterans that they have had the pleasure of meeting because of this project. 

The many volunteers are also a great tribute to what we are doing here. 

Carole’s husband read about the project in the Columbus Dispatch and ask her if 

she I'd like to help building a B17 Bomber. That’s how they got started. 

Carole met her husband while working for a bus manufacturer in Delaware, 

Ohio.  After their marriage she became a stay at home mom, then I worked for 

the Buckeye Valley School System and also the United States Post Office.   

Their children and grandchildren have also helped with different things over the 

years.  With her daughter she learned how to do the lacing on the fabric of the 



 

 

elevators on the C-47 so the airplane could be flown from Columbus to 

Urbana.  It was about a three week project they were all happy to be a part of. 

They know that it is such a big part of ours lives that they also enjoy being a part 

of it when they have a chance. 

Her first project was to take apart and build new Elevator trim tabs.  Once the 

tabs were finished she was given the task of repairing the radio room fairing 

which was twisted and broken with a section missing.  After working on that 

project she realized it is much easier to build a new piece rather than repair a 

broken one.  She was able to repair it with much guidance from project manager 

Randy Kemp.  There were many small things over the years she has worked on 

but the most important thing now is the building of the elevators.  They recently 

finished the right elevator LE (leading edge) and are now working on the TE 

(trailing edge) section.   

Husband Robert travels through the week so they look at working on the 

Champaign Lady as a one day vacation every week.  Sure there are things that 

they could be doing at home but this is where their hearts are.  They take a 

deep breath to enjoy the smells when they enter the museum Saturday morning 

and have a feeling of disappointment when they walk out of the museum on 

Saturday evenings.  If they could stay longer or come more often they would 

both be very happy. 

Carole was part a group of volunteers who went to Talkeetna, Alaska July 2011 

for two weeks to recover the tail section of B-17, 44-85505, which had caught 

fire and crashed in the Talkeetna Mountains.  There are many parts that have 

already been used on our beautiful Lady.  The torque tube and inner three ribs 

on our right elevator were the only usable pieces from that airplane.  

Everything else has been made from the original Boeing drawings.  

Submitted November 2016 

 

                        

 



 

 

 

                           

                             Robert "Buck" Buchwalter from Asley, Ohio  

                                            (NE Delaware County) 

                                    

 

                                    Started at the CAM in March 2008 

   Robert works on the B-17 project on Saturdays and teams up with his wife. 

 

   He has built trim tabs, oxygen tank retaining straps, other small parts.  

   Their big project has been building the LE (leading edge) of the right   

   elevator.  They are currently assembling the TE (trailing edge) of that 

   same elevator.  When done, they will move on to the left elevator.   

In January 2008, they read an article in the Columbus Dispatch and they  were 

immediately interested.  Robert said how can you not love the B-17?  To have a 

chance in building one that will be basically a new, but 70 year old, airplane is 

truly a once in a lifetime prospect.  The first day was supposed to be a visit 

only.  Jack Bailey gave them a tour and he was very informative and, obviously, 

influential.  They got to sand doubler-plates that same day.  They have been at 

the CAM since then.    



 

 

Robert works for a Canadian based motor coach manufacturer, Prevost Car, as a 

technical instructor for North America.  He trains technicians how to maintain 

the coach, engine, emissions systems, and computers embedded in their 

product.  He has been with Prevost for 25 years and expects to work for two 

more years.    

He is especially grateful to his wife Carole who is deeply involved in the project 

and that our children and grandson have been involved in this.   

It has truly changed our lives!   

Robert never dreamed he would have the opportunity to meet so many 

veterans and express our gratitude to them; to hear their stories first hand; to 

become friends with so many of them.    

He treasures being a small part of building this beautiful plane; to work and 

laugh with so many talented, dedicated, interesting people; to have the chance 

to interact with veterans' families and assure them their loved ones' duty and 

sacrifice will be remembered; and to learn new skills that they can use in 

building the next B-17!!!   

They greatly enjoy traveling to air shows and fly ins to support CAM's presence 

at such events.   He is grateful to be "on the other side of the fence" in this 

regard.   

This is a very special group of people: veterans, volunteers, everyone is 

important to him.    

In the summer 2011, they were on the crew that travelled to Talkeetna in Alaska 

to recover the salvageable remains of 44-85505.  That was a terrific trip!   

Robert is looking forward to retiring in 2019 to add another day or two to his 

work week at the CAM. 

Submitted November 2016. 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Jim Scholl from Columbus, Ohio. 
 

 
 
                                         Jim started at the CAM In June 2015 
 
Jim works on Wednesdays. He has worked on the B-17 fuel filter assembly and 
some parts for the bomb bay actuators. Jim is co-author of a CAM article on 
how they formed parts out of stainless steel for the fuel filter assembly 
 
About a year and a half ago he visited the museum for the first time. Jim was so 
impressed with what he saw that he reported for work the next week and 
continued volunteering ever since.  Aviation has interested him for as long as he 
can remember but believed it started while viewing his dad's war photos. 
 
Jim’s dad was a sheet metal worker and was drafted in 1943 while in his 30's, 
serving with the Army Air Corps.  As Jim recalled, most photos feature the men 
repairing battle damaged aircraft in the open air at rather primitive looking 
jungle airstrips. 
 
As for Jim, he has been retired for about 5 years from the State of Ohio. He was 
an industrial hygienist for the Ohio Division of Safety and Hygiene.  In that 
capacity, he measured worker exposure to hazardous substances such as dust, 
welding fume, solvent vapors, and noise.  At their training center, he team-
taught classes pertaining to industrial ventilation, respiratory protection, and 
indoor air quality. He served as the industrial hygiene program technical advisor 
during his last year at work.  During that period, he served on a safety grant 
board which matched funds with Ohio employers in order to purchase 
equipment that would help prevent employee injury.  
Submitted December 2016 



 

 

                                        Shonil Datta from Springfield, Ohio 
 

 

                                 Shonil started at the CAM in March, 2012 

                          He works at the CAM on Tuesdays and Thursdays  

         and worked on the Turtle Deck structure located above the bomb bay  

              and the radio room. Presently works on the inner wing assembly. 

 

                             Shonil is a hands on man, he loves to build things. 

       When he found out about the B-17 project, he wanted to be part of the    

                       Volunteer group that had taken on this big challenge. 

  When Shonil learned that this B-17 was being built as a Memorial for the brave  

             men of the Army Air Force it gave the project special significance. 

                     It made the project even more special and meaningful. 

            Shonil retired from Phillip Morris Inc. as a territory manager in the  

                                           Sales and Marketing Division. 

          He was born in Lahore, Pakistan and came to the United States in 1973  

          and became a US Citizen in 1982.                                                              

          Shonil volunteers for the Rainbow Table, Master Gardeners and Hospice of            

          OH.  He has been a member of the Northridge Lions Club for over 33 years.   

          Submitted December 2016 



 

 

                                                      

                                            Bill Snapp Jr.  from Urbana, Ohio 

 
 

Bill started on the B-17 project on January 3, 2006 
 

The early volunteers started with the removal of the skin of the 
 fuselage to see what the condition was of the structure under the beaten-up 

exterior.  
It was a dusty and exhausting job to remove the bad sheet metal panels, drill 

out the rivets, and mark the location of the skin and parts removed. 
 

Bill worked on many sections of the fuselage in the beginning stages and 
worked extensively on the bomb bay structure which became the  

“Heart” of the forward fuselage structure. 
He worked on the vertical stabilizer and rudder structure which are mounted in 

the tail section of the aft structure. 
After Bill got a stroke he concentrated on keeping the tool room organized 

which is well appreciated.    
 

Bill works every day from Tuesday thru Friday, 8:00 – noon.  
He retired from International Truck after 42 years of employment as a truck 
fabricator.  He is a source of practical knowledge and guidance for new 
volunteers.  
 
Bill is a, 4 year, Navy veteran and served on the carrier Lexington as an aircraft 
mechanic, maintaining F9F Panther and F3H Demon carrier based fighter planes. 
The aircraft mechanics working on the F3H were called “Demon Doctors”. 
Submitted December 2016. 



 

 

 
 Paul Good from Springfield, Ohio 

(Recently moved permanently to Florida) 
 

 
 

Paul got Involved with the B-17 project in January of 2006. 
His contributions from “Day 1” are extensive. 

He worked on the rudder, nose section, cockpit, top turret, 
aft fuselage, wings, engine nacelles and radio room structure. 

 
His knowledge and comprehension of what it takes to build a B-17 have been  
impressive and instrumental over the years. 
                                    He needed a project to work on he claims.  
Paul, a career USAF officer, retired as a Colonel and fighter pilot, who flew over 
Korea and Vietnam during the conflicts. His USAF “Command” positions and 
experience were later carried over to the B-17 construction project.  
  
He got a BS degree in Mechanical and Aeronautical Engineering from the 
University of Pittsburgh and used his knowledge to guide others in the right 
direction, during the years at the B-17 project. 
Paul was instrumental in setting up an expedition to Talkeetna, Alaska. 
The recovery of a crashed and burned B-17 was one of the highlights for  
several CAM volunteers in their life. It is part of Paul’s legacy.  
 
Paul served 27 years in the USAF and was employed at Boeing Co. for 13 years. 
He commanded airplanes for 4200 hours in 20 different aircraft. 
His string of medals and ribbons attached to his uniform shows his impressive 
service record. 
Submitted December 2016. 



 

 

  
Gary Schreiber from Springfield, Ohio 

 

 
 

Gary started working at the B-17 in July 2010 
 

He works on Wednesdays and Fridays. 
 

Gary worked on the dorsal fin, waist and tail section, the tail gun housing, 
bomb bay doors, wing tips and the left-wing flap. 

He started recently on the right-wing flap. 
 

He loves to build his favorite childhood airplane and is thrilled to be part of the 
construction of the B-17. 

The volunteers, the museum’s expert leadership, his B-17 working partner and 
his wife’s support, he values them all.  

 
Gary brings hands-on expertise from his career jobs as a machinist and 

toolmaker.  
         Submitted December 2016. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 
Gerald “Gerry” Arel from Wapakoneta, Ohio 

 

 
 

Gerry started at the CAM in 2013 
 

He works on Tuesday and Thursdays and has worked exclusively on the 
construction of the ailerons.  

 
The left aileron is completed and he is presently working on the right aileron. 

 
Gerry is working on the B-17 construction project because it has given him an  

 opportunity to contribute to something historically significant.   
 

In his career he worked for 3 years in data processing at a bank and after that 
   was employed for 28 years with the Federal Aviation Authority in the Boston  
   and Memphis ARTCC as a computer specialist. 
 
   Gerry served in the USAF for 4 years from 1961 -1964 as a communication   
   specialist in the US Airforce’s Combat Logistics Network. 
    
    He also spend 10 years as a coordinator in the Auglaize County Alternative   
    School’s  Educational Service Center. 
    Submitted December 2016. 



 

 

 
                             Norman O. Burmaster from Bellefontaine, Ohio. 

  

 
 

Norm started at the CAM on. January 4, 2006 
 

Norm worked for many years on Saturdays, at the B-17 project, but since his 
retirement in 2016 he is working Tuesdays thru Fridays. 

 
He worked on a number of items. 

In 2006 he started removing the skin of the beaten-up fuselage of the original   
wreck the CAM had purchased. 

When time went on, he worked on the waist gunner sections, radio room, 
nacelles, outer wing, flaps, horizontal stabilizers and right aileron. 

 
Norm has strong connection with the B-17 Memorial he is helping to build. 

His father was a tail gunner in a B-17, 8th Air Force, 91st BG, 401st Squadron. 
 

Norm retired in 2016 as a Design Manager from the Custom Division of 
 Mettler-Toledo (formally Toledo Scale) after 30 years with the company. 

 
Norm earned his Private Pilot License in 1970 and is a graduate of  

The Ohio State University. 
         
        Submitted December 2016. 
 
 



 

 

William “Bill” Hoke from St Paris-Christianburg, Ohio. 

  
 

“Hoke” as he is called started in January 16, 2016. 
He works on Tuesdays and Thursday. 

 
Some years after his retirement he felt he needed a new experience in his life 

and joined a great group of dedicated volunteers. It was a good choice. 
  

     He worked at the # 3 nacelle section and produced support brackets for it. 
 

Two of his uncles served in the US Air Force during WWII, both were stationed 
in England.  His uncle Otis Ortin Conner was a waist gunner, he joined underage 
because his father was cruel, and had treated his older brothers and his mother 
very badly.  At some point, while in England, his bomb group were to bomb a 
ball bearing plant, but were told it was to be a milk run, as he was sick that day, 
the pilot made him stay home, and someone else took his place. When the 
plane returned, there was a bomb hung up in it. He must have been very close 
to the runway to welcome his buddies when the plane blew up.  The rescue 
team dug him out of a crater, and after several years of medical and mental 
hospitalization, he did get home.  He never fully recovered.  
The second uncle Tom D. Pence was an aircraft mechanic in the Army Air Force.   

 
Bill was employed at the Whirlpool Corp. and later got involved with Special  

Need Adult Education programs. 
 

His military service was spent with the Army Security Agency.  
“Hoke” must have signed a non-disclosure with the Army because very little has 

been disclosed by “Hoke” about his Patriotic Duties. 
 Submitted December 2016. 



 

 

Steven Riggs from Ostrander, Ohio 
  

 
Steve started at the CAM on Sept. 1st, 2016 

 
He works on Thursday and works on the construction of the engine nacelles. 

 
    He retired from Honda of America in 2012 as a maintenance technician. 

  
  After his retirement from Honda he decided to get involved in building the 

 B-17 at the Champaign Aviation Museum in Urbana. 
 
 

Steve Is working at the CAM because he wants to Honor the Veterans who 
sacrificed their lives during World War II. 

 
   Since his child hood he has been interested in the B-17 and found his home at 

the CAM in Urbana. 
 

   Steve served in the US Air Force from 1975 to 1979 as a Missile Pneudraulics    
     Technician at the Davis Monthan AFB, Tucson, AZ, with the  
     8th USAF, 390th Strategic Missile Wing in a TITAN II nuclear missile unit. 
   
     Submitted December 2016. 
 
 
 



 

 

                                        Ronald E. Faulkner from Urbana, Ohio 
 

   
 
                                   Ron started at the CAM in January of 2016. 
 
                                   He works presently Tuesday thru Fridays. 
 
Ron enjoys working at the B-17 with the volunteers and thinks this is a very neat 
project to be involved with. 
 
He works mostly on the ribs for a B-17 which are installed on the fuselage, wings 
and engine nacelles.   
 
Ron spend 32 years working for Champion Company Engineers. 
 
He was drafted in the US Army and served from Feb.16, 1966 until Jan. 27, 1968 
 
Submitted December 2016 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  



 

 

  Richard “Dick” Bidlack from St. Paris- Christianburg, Ohio 
 

 
 

Dick started at the CAM in 2006 
 

He worked on numerous items of the B-17 such as the vertical stabilizer, 
camera bay section, bomb bay hinges, pilots power control console, horizontal 

stabilizers and various cable pulley blocks. 
 

Dick works on Tuesdays and Thursdays and enjoys working on aviation related 
items. He has a lifelong interest in all facets of aviation. 

 
He is a former US Air Force pilot retiring as a Major. 

He flew several types of fighter planes such as the F-89D/H, F-86L and others 
 like a C-47 and a Convair VC-29 but his most memorable plane is the  

RF-101C Voodoo which he flew over Vietnam as a reconnaissance pilot. 
Dick stands out as a top notch pilot among other aviators. 

A large banner hangs in the Champaign Aviation Museum quoting Dick saying  
                                      “ Flying airplanes is easier than building them”.     

 
         After his retirement Dick flew for another 25 years general aviation and  
        corporate aircraft. 
        
      Submitted December 2016. 
 
 
 



 

 

                                            Frank Alfter from Beavercreek, Ohio. 
 

                          
 

 

Frank started at the CAM in 2009 
 

He retired from the USAF with 33 years of active duty and worked 13 years as a 
civilian for an US Air Force contractor. 

 
The B-17 has always been Frank’s favorite airplane, since his father was a tail 
gunner on them flying out of England during WW II.  Unfortunately, everything 
he has been lucky to be able to do with B-17s happened after his father passed 
in 1982. Frank became associated with his Dad’s, the 384th Bomb Group, while 
he was stationed in England in 1984-86, and now his wife Carol and he are on 
the Bomb Group’s board of directors.   
 
He usually works at the CAM on Fridays. 
  
 
Frank was fortunate to fly on and crew on the B-17 “Fuddy Duddy” in the 1990s, 
became associated with the B-17 “Sentimental Journey” while living in Arizona, 
2002-06.  He has seen many of his father’s bomb group targets while stationed 
in Germany, and saw Stalag-Luft XVII-B in Austria, where Dad spent 13 months 
as a POW.  The icing on the cake came when he met the Frenchman who helped 
his father’s crew out of their plane, the B-17 Big Stupe V, when they crash-
landed in the village of Rambucourt on April 13, 1944.   
 



 

 

To seal the goodness of all this, Frank now has a piece of the control yoke from 
Big Stupe.   He wished his father had lived long enough to enjoy the things he 
has seen and done. 
 
Frank has worked over the years on wing spars, engine nacelles, flaps, tail gun 
housing, cheek gun window frames, horizontal stabilizers, loop antenna base, 
bomb bay doors, wing tips. 
 
During the (33) years in the US Air Force: Frank was for (9) years an enlisted 
weapons technician,  a TSgt, (worked on guns, bombs and missiles systems 
mostly on fighters: OV-10, F-4C/D/E, F-105G, A-7D, F-15, plus the B-52G), then 
(24) years as a maintenance officer, again, mostly fighters (F-4E, F-15, F-111E, F-
16, A-10) with one tour in airlift (C-130E, C-20, C-9 & C-21). This was followed for 
(13) years at a contractor working for the USAF on F-22 sustainment. 
 
Frank was assigned to various locations around the world: 
Hurlburt Field, FL               Korat RTAFB, Thailand                Fairchild AFB, WA      
Langley AFB, VA                  Eglin AFB, FL                                 RAF Upper Heyford, UK      
Ramstein AB, Germany     Nellis AFB, NV                              Pentagon                                        
Norfolk, VA                          Tinker AFB, OK.   
Naval War College, Newport, RI    
                                     
 
When Frank retired from the USAF, as a Colonel and he moved to Phoenix, AZ. 
for four years and then decided to settle, for good, in Beavercreek, OH. 
 
He was born around P-51s and B-17s at Scott AFB, IL, learned mechanical work 
from his father around cars and airplanes. He was drafted during the Vietnam 
War and was fortunate enough to work on some unique aircraft systems 
throughout his military and contractor careers. 
 
Frank says:  You can take the boy out of the Air Force, but you cannot take the 
Air Force out of the boy! 
 
Submitted December 2016. 
 
 

 



 

 

Rene Perry Levino from Newark, Ohio 
 

 
 

                                 
                                    Rene started at the CAM in November 2015 
 
                                        He works on Tuesdays or Wednesdays. 
 
                         Rene loves aircraft and is working on the B-17 to honor  
                                                           the WW2 heroes. 
               
           He worked on small components which are part of the elevators and   
                                                              fuel system. 
 
Rene worked (3) years with Southern Air Transport during the Vietnam conflict 
as a Mechanic and Welder. He was in Vietnam during the last (2) years of the 
war.  He also spend time in the USAF working as a Pneumatic and Hydraulic 
specialist on F-4 Phantom fighter aircraft. 
He was with the Air National Guard for 7.5 years and worked on aircraft 
structures from various types of airplanes . He was with the Air National Guard 
in Pittsburgh and in Ontario, California. He left the Guard as a Staff-Sergeant. 
 
Submitted December 2016. 
 
 
 



 

 

                                      Joseph “Joe” George from Dublin, Ohio 
 

 
 

Joe started to work at the CAM in July 2016. 
 

He works on Tuesdays and Thursdays. 
 

Joe joined the volunteer group because he loves vintage airplanes and wanted 
to be part of this great project. 

 
He worked as a Tool and Die maker for General Motors and decided after his  

 
retirement to contribute at the CAM where he can. 

  
Joe has machined many parts on the CAM’s  Bridgeport milling machine and  

 
lathe for the B-17’s  wings, control surfaces and landing gear struts.  

 
He served in the US Navy from 1969-1973 as a Boiler Technician.  
Joe Left the Navy as a Petty Officer 2nd class.  
He was involved with the Vietnam Conflict and served on the destroyer 
USS John Paul Jones DDG-32. 
 
Submitted December 2016. 

 



 

 

Jim Kauppila from Beavercreek, Ohio 
 

 
 
                               Jim started working at the CAM in October, 2014 
                                                       
                                                    He works on Thursdays. 
  
According to Jim this B-17 project is fantastic. Working at the CAM allows for a 
great opportunity to have a real “hands on” experience. 
He likes aviation history, especially the WWII period and feels the project will be 
a lasting legacy for generations. 
 
The volunteers at the CAM are great group of men. He likes to work and talk to 
the volunteers and listen to their life stories. 
He can’t wait to see the Champaign Lady fly. 
 
Jim has worked on a crank shaft assembly, many types of braces and fastners, 
and worked on the wing root assembly below the radio room. 
 
Jim’s father was a pilot in WWII and his dad inspired him to become pilot in the 
military. 
 
Jim started off in an aviation environment by attending and graduating from the  
Air Force Academy in 1970 with a BS degree in Engineering Sciences. 
 



 

 

He got a commission in the USAF and was send to primary pilot training at 
Williams AFB, AZ , flying T-37 and T-38’s.  Upon completion was send to Castle 
AFB to learn how to fly B-52 bombers.  He was stationed at Minot AFB, ND;  
U-Tapoa, Thailand and Guam. 
 
During his career he attended the Air Force Institute of Technology at the Wright 
Patterson AFB and received a Master degree in Astronautical Engineering. 
He operated as an Engineering Manager on a B-1 system development and 
propulsion for the upper stage satellite rockets for Space Shuttles.  
This work was done at the Los Angeles AFS -INS.  
 
Jim spend time at Blytheville AFB, AR with the B-52’s; Wright- Pat with the  B-1 
in the System Program Office. 
 
Jim was also assigned to the HQ SAC at Offutt AFB, NE as a Director of Planning.  
 
He retired as Lt. Colonel after 20 years in the US Air Force. 
 
Jim started a second career with a Defense Contractor on C-17 acquisition and 
development programs with General Dynamics in support of NASIC (National Air 
& Space Intelligence Center) 
 
Submitted December 2016.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

Paul James from Cable, Ohio 
 

 
 

Paul started working at the CAM in 2010 
 

He works on Tuesdays and Thursdays. 
 

Paul likes to work with his hands and learn new things. 
He loves engines and the B-17 has (4) of them 

and this makes it an exciting project to work on. 
 

He worked on the radio room structure, horizontal stabilizers, 
engine nacelles and the Navigator seat. 

 
Restoration of cars is another hobby he has, besides constructing a B-17 aircraft.  

Paul restored a Ford Mustang sports car which took a lot of doing. 
 

He served in the Army Infantry and spend time in Vietnam. 
 

Submitted December 2016 
 
 
 
 

 



 

 

Irvin “Irv” J. Bence from Westerville, Ohio 
 

 
 

Irv started at the CAM in 2008. 
He works on Tuesdays and Thursdays. 

 
Irv always had a historical interest in WWII and his need for a worthwhile 

retirement activity in aviation brought him to the B17 project. 
 

 He worked on fuselage pulley brackets for engine controls; bomb bay doors; 
machine gun mounting bracket and made many parts for the (12ea.) 50 caliber 

machine guns which he also installed in the B-17. 
 

Irv graduated in 1956 with a BS degree from Otterbein College and received his 
BS degree in Civil Engineering , in 1957, from the Carnegie Institute of 

Technology. 
 

From 1957 until 1975 he worked for North-American Rockwell Aerospace. 
Where he used his engineering and math skills doing Mathematical Modeling 
of primary structural designs to determine load capabilities during “G” loads. 

   He worked on projects such as the RA5-C, T2, OV-10, F-108, B-70, B-1 and 
Space Shuttle, it included developing software for the analysis. 

He continued his career at the Owens Corning Research Center doing Thermal 
Math Modeling for glass fibers.  (from 1975 until 1996).   

 
   Submitted December 2016. 



 

 

                                     Gene Allen Jumper from Delaware, Ohio 
 

 
 

Gene started at the CAM in June 2009. 
 

                                                 He works on Wednesdays. 
 
Gene has an interest in aviation, specifically WWII aviation, its history and 
veterans who served in the US Army Air Force.   He feels it is a privilege to work  
with a lot of nice people who have the same goal. 
 
Gene is a “woodworker” on the B-17 construction project. He built the navigator 
table, the wooden floors in the forward section, radio room, the mid-section 
and aft fuselage. He also made (3) wooden bulk-head doors. All per Boeing 
drawings and specifications, in addition he worked on the wing tips for the 
horizontal stabilizers.  Presently he is repairing parts of older structures.  
 
Gene is a retired dentist. He worked 30 years as a general practice dentist. 
 
He spent (5) years in the active Army Reserve. 
 
Submitted December 2016 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                                     



 

 

                                    William “Bill” J. Albers from Sidney, Ohio 

 
                                        
                                         Bill started at the CAM in April 2011 
                                        He works on Tuesday and Thursdays. 
 
Bill has been involved in aviation for quite some time and is working at the CAM  
because he is giving something back to the veteran airmen who served during  
WWII in Europe. Building a “Memorial” for them, so future generations can be 
told about the sacrifices they made, is a privilege he could not pass up. 
 
Bill spend a couple of years constructing the B-17 radio room. When completed  
he installed the support structures outside and below the radio room.  
The fairing sections attached to the fuselage that is the front and aft fairings 
were next. Presently he is involved in re-building the outer wings sections. 
 
Bill was born in Amsterdam, Holland and survived occupation by the Germans  
during WWII.   His family is grateful for the USAAF efforts to liberate them. 
 
He served in the Royal Dutch Air Force as a jet aircraft mechanic. 
After his RDAF days he studied engineering and graduated with a BS degree  
in Mechanical Engineering.  Upon completion of 4 years of studies he came to 
the US as an Engineering Intern.  This was in 1965. 
 
His career path in the US went from Engineering & Sales Management to 
Executive Management over the last 40 years. 
 
Bill holds a private, instrument rating and commercial pilot license and lectures 
about WWII subjects at the Champaign Aviation Museum. 
 
Submitted December 2016.  



 

 

Richard Dale Bayliss from Springfield, Ohio 
 

 
 

Richard started at the CAM in 2007. 
 

He started very early in the project. 
 

Richard works on the B-17 project because he loves airplanes. 
 

He works on Wednesday and has been involved in the re-building  
 

of the hydraulically operated engine cowl-flaps. 
 

Each of the engines requires a cowl-flap adjusting system.  
 

Richard was a truck driver who delivered milk from house to house. 
He worked also for a large trucking company doing line hauls. 

 
                     Submitted January, 2017 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

Pat Petty from Urbana, Ohio 
 

 
 
 

Pat started at the CAM in February 20, 2006. 
He is one of the volunteers who has been with the  

B-17 project from the beginning. 
 

The first 10 years he worked on Saturdays but since his retirement 
 he has been working at the CAM, when the museum is open. 

He works Tuesdays thru Saturdays. 
 

Pat works at the B-17 project because he is constructing a piece of history  
to honor all veterans who served on them. 

 
He has done a lot in the last 11 years. 

Removing the old skin from the sections, worked on the nose section,  
cockpit, bomb-bay, radio room, aft fuselage, rudder, nacelles, 

 in-board and out-board wing. 
 

Pat retired in March of 2016 from the ODOT where he worked in the test lab. 
          
   Submitted January, 2017. 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

Terry Senger from Fairfield, Ohio 
 

 
 

Terry started at the CAM in January, 2016. 
 

He usually works one day a week.  The day may differ, 
 it depends on his working schedule. 

 
He works on the project to Honor his Dad who served as a  

B-25 Mitchell Flight Engineer during World War II.  
 

Terry does whatever needs to be done on his workday. 
He grinds, cuts, drills, rivets and paints metal components. 
He fabricated a pair of engine control levers and channels 

 for the outboard nacelles.  
 

He is presently employed at an engineering firm where he serves as 
 the Manager for the Assembly & Aviation Operations Group. 
He owns and operates a multi-engine training aircraft for two  

airports in Southwest Ohio. 
 

He retired as a Colonel from the United States Marine Corps in 2011. 
Terry was deployed overseas five times to Okinawa, Korea and Iraq. 

           
           Submitted January 2017. 

 
 
   


